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Herald of Freedom. 


From the National Anti-Slavery_Standard. 
The No-Voting Theory. 

Friend Gay : | offer you a hasty sketch 
of areply to your correspondent about 
‘ The No-Voting Theory.’ 
Non-Voting Theory thus : ‘It is wrong to 


give our votes for any man,who,as a pub- 


He states the 


lic officer, will do any thing unjust.’ He 
should say, ‘ who, as a public officer, will 
be bound to do any thing unjust.’ I care 
little what my representative may do— 
but I am responsible for the character of 
the service which I appoint and request 
him to perform. 

He goes on to speak of the ‘nature 
Now the 
shadowy speculation. 


of man.’ ‘nature of man,’ is 
Right and wrong 


is plain sailing—and while these philo- 


sophical theories are clouding the air, we 
> i self 


little boats had better hug the shore. 

To this and the four subsequent para- 
graphs of your correspondent, I answer as 
follows—confessing first, that the writer} 
meets the difficulty, as he always does, 
like a man, without mincing :— 

The argument is based upon the sup- 
position that there is something morally | 
wrong in the United States Constitution. | 
It is addressed to, and intended for those 
individuals who think that taking office 
under the Constitution, would bind them 
to do what they deem wrong; and the 
argument briefly stated is this : 

Government is necessary; perfect una- 
nimity on moral questions is impossible ; 
therefore, it 


isright toftake part ina 


government, some of whose laws one 
deems morally wrong. 
Now, government is a connected whole 


links. 


man in the circle joins hands with every 


—a chain of unbroken Every 


other. ‘To take part in such a govern- 


ment, therefore, means either to under- 
take myself, to execute the Jaw which I 
think wrong, or to appoint another to do 
sO. 

The argument, therefore, stands thus : 
government is necessary; unanimity on 
moral questions is impossible ; therefore, 
it is justifiable for me to join others in 
doing what I think wrong, in order to 
‘sustain government andthe nature of 
man.’ 

Now, it will be allowed that to each 
man the dictate of his own conscience is, 
for the time being, his highest law. He 
sias if he violates it—(of. course he is 
bound to use all Opportunities of enlight- 
his Therefore, I 
ought not to do what I think wrong. I 


ening conscience. ) 
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+ 





nto no compromise with Slavery. I am for Justice, in the name of Humanity, a 


CONCORD, N. H., FRIDAY, AUGUST 


‘act, and with them we must argue as if,of office. When they become a majori- 


ithe fact were so. 'ty,and can agree ona form of government, 


| Now, does he mean to say that I, be-/the theory of republican institutions gives 
lievine the return of fugitive slaves to be|them the right to set it up, and by force 
oS oS : ’ 
wrong, may appoint an officer to return if necessary. Until they become so, and 
them, and justify myself before God, for|can so agree, they must remain as God 
doing, through a deputy, what I thought made them, individuals. God made us 
‘wrong, by pleading the ‘ necessity of gov- social beings, it is true ; but society is not 
e) t - e . 
‘ernment, and the nature of man’? If so,!the Constitution of the United States !— 
then man’s law justifies me in disobeying Man confers the rights and regulates the 


God never made 


God’s law. ‘This may be logic, but it's duties of citizenship. 
‘not morality. ‘he question seems to be, \a citizen, and no one will escape, asa 
‘whether we shall preserve our govern-| man, from the sins he commits.as a citi- 
I take 
cling {6 my morality, and let government! 
‘and the ‘nature of man’ shift for them-|men leaving government to the dishonest 


leave to|zen. 


ment, or, our morality. 
. ° ° . 
But it js said that this results in good 


' selves. land wicked. 


i 
If it be true, as your correspondent Well, ifto sustain government we must 


‘argues, that government cannot exist sacrifice honesty, government could not 


without the mass of the people, each one be in a more appropriate place, than in 


, 


consenting to do something he thinks the hands of dishonest men. 


wrong,then government had better cease. But it by no means follows, that if I go 


If we can't have government without out of government, I leave nothing but 
smothering our moral convictions, as in- dishonest men behind. An act may be 


sin to me, which another may 


| Your correspondent will not attempt to think right—and if so, let 


dividuals, I am a no-government man. sincerely 


him do it, till 


avoid the difficulty by saying, let each he changes his mind. I leave govern- 


I do 


his con-/not think as clear-sighted as myself, but 


man take the office in which he finds no; ment in the hands of those whom 
duty to be done, that is against 
Government, as I have said, is,not necessarily in the hands of the dis- 


Whether it be so 


science. 


a whole; unless each in his circle aids honest. in this coun- 
his next neighbor, the machine will stand try now, is not, at present, the question, 


still. 


turn the fugitive slave, but he appoints all cases. 


The Senator does not himself re-|but whether it would beso necessarily, in 
The real question is, what is 
the Marshal, whose duty it is to do so.|the duty of those who presume to think 
The State representative does not him- that God has given them clearer views of 
appoint the Judge who signs the war- duty than the bulk of those among whom 
rant for the slave’s 


recapture, but he they live? 


chooses the United States Senator who! Don’t think us conceited in supposing 


does appoint that Judge. The elector|ourselves a little more enlightened than 


does not himself order out the militia to}our neighbors. It is no great thing after 


. . . . . | 
resist ‘domestic violence,’ but he elects al! to be a little better than a lynching— | 


he should do so. ing community. 


‘To suppose that each of these may do 


a case occurring, 
What then is the duty of such men? 
that part of his duty that suits him,| Doubtless to do all they can to extend to 
and leave the rest undone, is practical others the light they enjoy. 

Will they best do so by compromising 


cisely to that state which the Hebrew de- their principles? 


anarchy. Itis bringing ourselves pre- 


scribes. ‘‘In those days there was no life give the lie to their life of reform ?— 


|king in Israel, but each man did what Who will have the most intluence, he but I shall certainly see it to be my duty 


was right in his own eyes.” This is all whose life is consistent, or he who says 


consistent in us, who hold that man is to one thing to-day, and swears 


! 
o right, evenif anarchy follows. But the thing to-morrow—who looks one way and 


mistake of your correspondent would be, rows another? My object isto let men 
in setting up such a scheme, and miscall-| understand me, and I submit that the bo- 
ing it a government,—where nobody gov- dy of the Roman people understood bet- 
erns, but everybody does as he pleases.— ‘ter, and felt more earnestly, the struggle 


This I think the 


Mr. Pierpont’s position. 


fundamental error of between the people and the princes, when 


But it is not true that government is and encamped on Mons Sacer, outside, 
necessarily based on sin—that it cannot than while they remained mixed up and 
/exist unless every man_ stifle somewhat | Voting with their masters, shoulder to 
Dissolution is our Mons Sacer 


of his conscience, and join others in shoulder. 


what he thinks wrong. ‘The supposition —God grant that it may become equally 
is a libel alike on 


and of his Maker. 
It is not true that the bulk of the peo- | 


‘the nature of man,’; famous in the world’s history as the spot 
| where the right triumphed. 


It is foolish to suppose that the posi- 
ple cannot frame an outline of govern-|tion of such men, divested of the glare 


‘ment, or a code of laws upon which they of official distinction, has no weight with 


can, consctentiously, in every part, agree.|the people. If it were so, I am_ still 

Men are not used to such independent bound to remember that I was not sent in 
; . mA - | ‘ 

thinking as your friend supposes. ‘They|to the world fo have influence, but to do 


are too much accustomed to travelling in|my duty according to my own conscience. 
i herds. 
to their graves believing every item of the|est man when they sce him. (1 allow that 


Thirty-nine Articles? How many mil-|it is so rare an event now-a-days, as almost 


ought not help another do what 1 think |!!908 have contended heart and soul for! to justify your correspondent in supposing 

wrong. I ought not to appoint or request every one of five points of Calvin! Men!| they might have forgotten how he look- 
- ; | 7 ; : ; 

another to do what I think wrong. }are too much accustomed to thiuk law jed.) ‘They will give a man credit, when 


Yet your correspondent says I ought, 
to assist and support others in doing what| 
I think wrong,—ought to appoint them, 
to offices, whose duties I think wrong, in | 
order to sustain ‘the nature of man.’ [| 
respectfully ask, how much sin does God| 
authorize us to commit, in order to sus-| 


tain ‘the nature of man’? 


Where wil|| Revised Statutes, 


synonymous with justice-—and to bind up| his life is one manly testimony to the) 


the statute-book, as an appendix with the/ truthfulness of his lips. Even Liberty 
gospel. Of the 130,000 voters in Mas-' party, blind as she is, has light enough 
sachusetts, it would be a ludicrous exag- to see that ‘ Consistency is the jewel, the 
geration to suppose that 30,000 entertain- everything, of such a cause as ours,’ ‘I'he 
ed any conscientious scruples as to any | position of a non-voter, in a land where 
point in her State Constitution or her; the ballot isso much idolized, kindles in 
And are not the 100,-| every beholder's bosom something of the 


your correspondent getthe scales in which | 200 who remain, abundantly sufficient to warm sympathy which waits on the per- 


he weighs sin against ‘ the nature of man,’ | 
and finds the former kick the beam? 

Your correspondent will allow that to| 

} 


Support government and sustain the ‘na-/secuted, carries with it all the weight of | 
|ture of man’! | 


la disinterested testimony to truth, and 
ry. . } . , 
Ihe real question between me and pricks each voter's conscience with an 


vote another into office, is to make him | your correspondent is simply this: sup-| uneasy doubt, whether after all voting 7s 


my agent-—and thatto do an act by an} 
agent, is morally the same as doing it 
myself. He will allow also, for the pur-| 
poss of this argument, that the Constitu-| 
tion commands 


the return of fugitive 
slaves. 


for those who believe this 


Since the argument is intended/| about them, and not sacrifice their con-| people. 


posing there are thirty thousand such men|right. ‘There is constantly a Mordecai 
in Massachusetts, what is their duty in in the gate. 
the premises ? 


While they 


I will try to tell him. I admit that we should strive to havea 
are a minority, it is their | yolitical influence—for with politics is 
duty to act only as individuals on those/bound up much of the welfare of the 


But my friend supposes that 


, and they must Sciences to gain the additional influence ‘the ballot box is the on/y means of politi 


by letting their political | 


another | 


ithe little band of democrats left the city | 


How many thousands have gone | But it is not so. People do know an hon-| 





nd according to the law of the Living God.’ 


+> 


~~, 


Es44. 


Whole No. 460; 


cal influence. Now it is a good thing money or power, when [ ask him to use 
| 


‘that every man should have the right to either in my behalf. 


vote. But it is by no means necessary (s your correspondent does not raise 


that every man should actually vote, in the point whether one non-voter can 


order to influence his times—and here I properly sue another, I will net stop now 


think is the greatest mistake of your cor- to discuss it. 


We by no meansnecessati-| ‘The Liberator, I think, is right in says 


respondent. 


ly desert our social duty when we refuse ing, that an alien does not recognize the 


tu take office or to confer it. Lafayette did right of a government, by living under 


better service to the cause of French it; and I challenge your friend to pro- 
: ; C 


liberty when he retired to Lagrange and duce any respectable writer on law, whd 
Your friend re- 


I ask 


which con- 


refused to acknowledge Napoleon, than maintains the contrary. 


he could have done had he stood, for fers to ‘the instinets of humanity.’ 


years, at the tyrant’s right hand. From him to show any ‘instinct’ 


the silence of that chamber there went Vinces a common man, that by sultig in 


forth a voice—from the darkness of that Constantinople or Timbuctoo, he does 


retreat there burst forth alight; feeble an act which makes him responsible for 


indeed at first, the struggling beams of the character of those governments: 


the morning, but destined like them to! ‘Then, as for taxes. It is only our vol- 


brighten into perfect day. untary acts for which we are responsible. 


I have thus answered what I consider! And when did government ever trust tax- 


the extreme cases relied on by my friend.) paying to the voluntary good will of its 


But let it be remembered that we are not subjects? When it does so, L for one; 


dealing with extreme cases. Slavery is shall refuse to pay. 


no minute evil which lynx-eyed suspicion Your corre spondent draws a distine: 


has ferreted out. Every sixth man is a tion between paying taxes and lettitig the 
slave. he ermine of justice is stained. | government collect them by force. It is 
The national banner clings to the flag- a distinction without a difference. For 
staff heavy withblood. ‘The preserva-,!t isan understood thing, that taxes are 


tion of slavery,’ says our oldest and ablest an lumposition, to which government does 


, 


statesman, ‘isthe vital and animating ot ask the assent ef each individual.— 


She collects them equally of non-voters, 
What 


giving your 


spirit of the National Government.’ 


aud aliens, and women, &c., &c. 


Surely rp it be true that a man may 


justifiably stand connected with a govern-jis the difference between 


ment in which he sees some slight evils purse to a highwayman, and letting bim 


—suill itis also true, even then, that take itout of your pocket with his own 


governments may sin so attrociously, so hand? 
jenormously, may make evil so much the} Your correspondent’s talk about the 
| purpose of their being, as to render it the|collection of a tax being a penalty, and 
in my 


opinion, rise even to the dignity of a le- 


duty of honest men to wash their hands|not the payment of it, does not, in 


lof them. 
| 


I may give money to a friend whose | gal quibble. In Massachusetts, at leaat, 


ithe President, whose duty requires, that mobocratic—-slaveholding—-debt-repudiat- life has some things in it which I do not} when I omit to pay my tax, the collector 


jfully approve—but when his nights are | proceeds, not to punish me, But to cal 


;passed in the brothel, and his days in jlect the tax out of my goods. 


drunkenness, when he uses his talents to} My friend appeals to the ‘instincts of 
So do lL. 


sane man conclude that our Sariour’s vol- 


seduce others, and his gold to pave their| human nature.’ When did any 


road to ruin, surely the case is changed. 
I may perhaps sacrifice health by stay- untary payment of a tax acknowledged thé 


ing awhile in a room rather overheated, over 


righifulness of Rome’s authority 
Judea? 
‘The States,’ says Chief Justice Mar- 


shall, ‘lave only not to elect Senators, 


to rush out, when the whole house is in 
full blaze. 


In answer to your correspondent’s dif- 


and this government expires without a 


ficulties about swearing, in his next two struggle.’ 


|paragraphs, [I admit that swearing todo} Eyery Noveniber, then, we create the 


a wicked act without doing it,and doing 


}government anew. Now, what ‘inetinet’ 


it without previously swearing, as well as) will tell a common-sense man, that the 
swearing and doing it,are all unjustifiable. | 


to the 


act of a sow reign—voting—w hich ere- 


matter of 


And then we come 


ates a Wicked government, is essentially 


hepa. aie Beata nd axes | £ ot , ; 
bringing suits and paying taxes, the same as the submission of a subject — 


his! 


both tax-paying—an act done without our con- 


Now grant he is right on 


points—that we, non-voters, cannot eith-|cent, It should be remembered, that we 
er sue or pay taxes—what does it prove?! yote as sovereigns—we pay taxes as sub- 


: | 
bec a shman, rie . ' 
Until [ Secome an [rishman,your friend jects, Who supposes that the humble tax- 


| ver convince me th: ught et 
j will never convince me that | ought to payer of Austria, who does not, perhaps, 


jvote, by proving that I ought not to pay know in what name the charter of his¢ 


i taxes. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


Suppose all these difficulties do bondage runs, is responsible for the do- 


eally encc yass us ’ } ’ . , 
really encompass us, it will not be the jings of Metternich? And what sane man 
‘first time that the doing of one moral 


likens his position to the voting sover- 


iduty has revealed a dozen others which 
The child 


iclimbed the hill over his native village, 


eign of the United States? My innocent 


we never thought of. has 


acts may, through othets’ malice, result 


inevil. In that case, it will be for my 


which he thought the end of the world,| pect judgment to determine whether to 


© ! > » ¢£ >» g > ! i et, 

and Jo! there are mountains beyond! He jcontinue or cease then’. ‘Tey are not 
won't remedy the matter by creeping back thereby rendered essentially sinful. For 
ito his cradle and 


But then, is there 


disbelieving in moun- instance, I walk out on Sabbath morning 


a toee eee aa . 
tains - any such N-) The priest over the way will exclaim,— 


}consistency in non-voters suing and Pay-|* Sabbath-breaker,’ and the infidel wilt 


ing taxes 7 idelude his telling them I 


Sul, i¢ 
i | . 
‘certain laws, and appoint C to execute! will be for me to settle which, in present 


par- circumstances, is best,—to remain in and 


followers, by 


Look at it. A and B have agreed on, have no regard for Christianity, 


ithem. A owes me, who am no 


| i 
ty tothe contract, a just debt, which! not be misconstrued, or to and 


Do | 


‘acknowledge the rightfulness of his rela-| ke eping of theday. Different circenr- 


go out 


his laws oblige him to pay. beara testimony against the superstitious 


Il» 1 . ‘ | e 
tion to B and C by asking C to use the stances will dictat® different action on 


power given him, in my behalf? It ap-) such a point. 


pears to me I do not. [may surely ask) go of taxes on imports. Buying and 


A to pay me my debt—why uot then ask selling, and carrying from country to 


the kee per, whom he has appointed over country, is good and innocent. But gor 


' se , £ ‘ ! ? . ' 
himself, to make him do so? ernment, if I trade here, will take o¢ca 
‘The Very 


mate 1s avusing te InsomMe way contrary 


Tama prisoner among pirates. sion to squeeze money out of me. 


f shall 


cease trading, and deprive them of the 


well. deliberate whether I shal! 


to their jaws. Dol recognize the right- 


fulness of the captain ~ authority, by ask opportunnly, or goon and lose my vealtir 


ing him to use the power the mate has/to reform them Cis a question of ex 


consented to give him to protect me? It pediency, not of right, which my judg 


‘seems to ine I do not necessarily endorse! ment, vot my couscience, must settle 


the means by which a mar has acquired) Ay act of imine, mnocent im itself, an? 














ter me, with wet eyes and cheeks,and I atihnem, 
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